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THE SUMERIAN INSCRIPTIONS OF SIN-GASID, KING OF 

ERECH. TRANSLITERATED, TRANSLATED, 

AND ANNOTATED 

By George S. Duncan, Ph.D. 

Washington, D.C. 

Warka is situated east of the Euphrates about one hundred 
miles southeast of Babylon. It marks the site of the Sumerian 
Unu(g) , the Babylonian Uruk, and the biblical Erech. In Gen. 10 : 10 
we read of Nimrod's territory: "And the beginning of his kingdom 
was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh in the land of Shinar." 
Gilgamesh was king of Erech and in the well-known epic bearing his 
name this city occupies a prominent place. Erech appears to have 
been settled at an early date, for Ennatum' (ca. 2900 B.C.), ruler of 
Lagash, conquered Erech, and Lugal-zaggisi^ (ca. 2800 b.c.) calls 
himself king of Erech and Sumer. 

The boundaries of the ancient Erech are quite clearly defined 
in the mounds and ruins of Warka, which are the most extensive 
in all Babylonia. An early English explorer, W. K. Loftus, spent 
the first three months of 1854 at Warka. He thus describes what 
he saw: 

An irregular circle, nearly six miles in circumference, is defined by the 
traces of an earthen rampart, in some places forty feet high. An extensive 
platform of undulating mounds, brown and scorched by the burning sim and 
cut up by imnmierable channels and ravines, extends in a general direction 
north and south, almost up to the wall, and occupies the greatest part of the 
inclosed area. Warka, in the days of her greatness, was not, however, 
confined within the limit of her walls; her suburbs may be traced by ruined 
buildings, mounds, and pottery fully three miles beyond the ramparts into 
the eastern desert. Forlorn splendor and unbroken solitude reign undis- 
turbed on the ruins.' 

Loftus found gold ornaments, lamps, glazed-clay cofiins, pottery, 
terra-cotta figures, cones without inscriptions, and bricks with 

• King, Sumer and Akkad (1910), 147. 
' Ibid., 163. 

'Loftus, Chaldaea and Suaiana (1857), 164. 
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Sumerian inscriptions of Ur-engur {ca. 2400 B.C.), king of Ur and 
lord of Erech. Loftus had neither the time nor the money to do 
thorough excavation. Since then there has been no systematic 
digging at Warka. It is understood that the Deutsche Orient- 
gesellschaft will attack the site. We may then expect important 
finds. In the meantime the mounds and ruins at Warka have been 
a quarry for the natives, who, among other finds, have dug up in- 
scribed cones and flat tablets of Sin-gMid, king of Erech. Fifty- 
five of these recently discovered inscriptions have been examined 
by us. Forty belonged to Yale University, twelve to Dr. E. J. 
Banks, one to Dr. Arthur Ungnad, and two to Auburn Theological 
Seminary. All originally came from Warka, where the natives had 
found them. These fifty-five inscriptions consist of thirty-eight 
cones and seventeen flat tablets. As is usual in early Sumerian 
royal inscriptions, these are very repetitious and can all be grouped 
under three types of inscription, which may be indicated by the 
letters A, B, and C. 

TYPE a: two flat tablets 

Teansliteration: i<*Sin-ga-§i-id ^nita§ kaUga ^lugal unu(g)'''-ga 

* lugal am-na-nu-um ^ i-gal ' narn-lugal-la-ka-ni ' mu-d/H. 

Translation: Sin-g^id, the mighty hero, king of Uruk, king of Amnanu, 
his palace of royalty built. 

TYPE b: nineteen cones and four flat tablets 

Transliteration: "*Sin-ga-§i-id ^nita^ kal-ga ^ lugal unu(g)'''-ga 

* lugal am-na-nur-um ' ^-a e-arir-na * S-gal ' nam-lugal-la-kar-ni * mvrdiH. 

Translation : Sin-gS^id, the mighty hero, king of Uruk, king of Amnanu, 
supporter of E-anna, his palace of royalty built. 

TYPE C: NINETEEN CONES AND ELEVEN FLAT TABLETS 

Transliteration: "*Sin-ga-§i-id ^nita4 kal-ga 'lugal unu{g)'''-ga 

* lugal amr-na-nu-um ^ -A-a e-an-na " u{d) ^-an-na ^ mur-dii-a * e-gal ' natn- 
lugal-la-ka-ni ^"mu-dd,. 

Translation : Sin-g4§id, the mighty hero, king of Uruk, kiag of Amnanu, 
supporter of E-anna, when E-anna he built, his palace of royalty built. 

As will be seen, type B repeats A and adds line 5, while type 
C repeats B and adds lines 6 and 7. All these inscriptions are in 
Sumerian, but the king's name is in Semitic. Sumerian was used 
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in royal inscriptions until a very late period, but in business docu- 
ments it does not appear to be found after the First Babylonian 
Dynasty, 2232-1933 b.c. It is usually assumed that the one bear- 
ing a Semitic name was a Semite. This, however, is not certain, 
for it is entirely possible for a Sumerian to have given his child a 
Semitic name, since Semitic was gradually supplanting Sumerian. 
The son of the Sumerian Dungi, king of Ur, ca. 2469-2452, bears 
the Semitic name Pursin. Meyer^ says: "Nicht nur treffen wir 
fortan auch im Siiden ein starkes semitisches Element, das standig 
anwachst, so dass zahlreiche semitische Lehnworter ins Sumerische 
eindringen, ja sogar viele der spateren sumerischen Konige semitische 
Namen tragen, sondern die Sumerer haben die Kultur des akkadi- 
schen Reichs vollstandig in sich aufgenommen und beibehalten." 

Line 1. Sin-gd§id=Sin-k&§id = "Sin is conquering." In old 
Babylonian g usually irepresents k, but there are some examples of 
the use ofgforfc, as sad^ ga-la-§unu (OLZ, XV, 485), 
and perhaps Sar-gali-sarri. Sin-g4§id could also = S i n - 
kS,§id = "Sin exalts," but ka§ddu as a verb is not found in the 
Assyrian dictionaries of Delitzsch and Muss-Arnolt. Semitic names 
appear early in the Sumerian inscriptions. They seem to be generally 
found at first in north Babylonia and later in the south. This may 
imply that the Semites first settled in the north, called Akkad, and 
later came to the south, known as Sumer. We have no means of 
knowing when the Semites entered the Sumerian land between the 
Tigris and Euphrates. The date of Sin-g^gid cannot be ascertained 
with certainty, for there is nothing in the inscriptions to furnish a 
chronological clue. The following dates have been suggested: 
Radau, Early Bab. Hist. (1900), 226, 3100-3000 B.C. ; Winckler, 
Altorient. Forschungen (1893), 231, "about same period as Ur-gur"; 
Hommel, Geschichte (1885), 206, "before the second dynasty of 
Ur but some centuries later than 3800 b.c. " ; Lehmann, Zwei Haupt- 
probleme (1898), 175, "after fourth dynasty of Ur"; Meyer, Ge- 
schichte^ (1913), 566, ca. 2200 B.C. Of these dates probably Meyer's 
is nearest the truth. 

Line 2. nita§ kal-ga =zikarum dannum = " mighty hero." 
This characterization is found in many inscriptions of these early 

1 Meyer, Oeschickte des Altertums^, X, 537. 



218 The American Journal of Semitic Languages 

rulers, so that it need not imply that the king performed any signally 
great deeds. 

Line 3. MnM(fif)*'-fifa= Babylonian Uruk, biblical Erech, and 
modern Warka. 

Line 4. am-na-nw-Mm. This may be the territory of which 
Uruk was the capital, just as a ruler calls himself king of Ur and 
king of Sumer and Akkad. Most of these early kings ruled over a 
small district, with one city, which was the capital. Lehmann and 
Hommel consider Amnanu "an Elamitic territory bordering on 
Babylonia." Poebel suggests that Amnanu may be the Semitic 
tribe to which Sin-g^sid belonged and over which he ruled. Meyer 
calls it " a neighboring district," while Radau considers it " a country 
east of Uruk." The name Amnanu is found in inscriptions of 
Sama§-§umuktn (668-648 b.c). This king calls himself king of 
ain-na-nu''\ Its use here is apparently without any special signifi- 
cance, and is rather a reminiscence of ancient days. In inscriptions' 
of the First Babylonian Dynasty we find "Sippar'^'-Amnanim," and 
in documents^ of the new Babylonian kings, " Sippar- Amnanu." 
This Amnanu appears to have been a part of Sippar and has no 
relation to the Amnanu of the Sin-gd§id inscriptions. 

Line 5. 'A-a. M = "bread" and a = "water"=rftu u nas- 
kitum=zdninum = " supporter." S-an-na. g=" house"; an-na 
may mean "of heaven," so e-an-na = " house of heaven." an-na 
may also be the name of the god an, so e-an-na = " house of an." 
The site of this temple has been found' in the mound BuwMye, 
100 feet high. Bricks of Ur-engur (ca. 2400 b.c.) were found in the 
watercourses built into its side walls. On the summit of this mound 
there are traces of a restoration by Sin-gdsid. The tutelary divinities 
of Uruk were Anu and Innanna, also called Nini and Nanfi,. Anu 
was a god of the sky, and Innanna, his consort, corresponds to the 
Babylonian I§tar. JJammurabi in his code (Col. II, 43-47) refers to 
the temple and divinities: "who raised the top of E-anna, who made 
riches abound for Anu and Innanna." These same two divinities 
were worshiped in Uruk as late as the Seleucid era, 312-65 b.c, as 

1 Banke. Babylonian Legal and Business Documents, B.E.. Series A, Vol. VI, Pt. I 
(1906), Index. 

3 Langdon, Die neubabyloniscken Konigainsehriften (1912), Index. 
3 Hilprecht, Excavations in Assyria and Babylonia (1904), 145. 
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is shown by Dr. Clay.' The ancient sanctuary £-anna is also 
mentioned once in these texts. 

Lines 6 and 7. u(d) i-an-na mu-dH-a. u(d)=t.iau, "day." 
It goes with the postposition a = "at." mM = aorist prefix. du = 
banu, ep^su = "build." 

Line 9. nam-lugal-la-ka-ni. worn = abstract. nam-lugal = 
"royalty." nam-lugal-ak = "oi royalty." am = " his " = pronoun, 
third masculine singular, but it goes with ^gal=" his palace of 
royalty" = "his royal palace." The fact that Sin-gd§id built the 
royal palace may prove that he founded the dynasty of Uruk. 

These cones and flat tablets were often built into the walls and 
floors of temples and palaces, just as documents are today placed in 
cornerstones. Such clay documents would also be kept in the state 
archives. Loftus^ found a wall at Uruk decorated with cones. The 
points were inserted in the walls so as to produce varied figure 
decorations, such as diamonds, triangles, zigzags, and stripes, which 
have a remarkably pleasing effect. 

Besides these recently found Sin-gfi§id tablets, the British museum 
has three inscriptions of this king. They have been published in 
Rawlinson's Cuneiform Inscriptions of Western Asia. We may 
designate these by D, E, and F. 

Inscription D. A cone of Sin-gMd, IV R, 35, No. 3; badly 

mutilated; cf. CT, XXI, Pis. 15-17. This inscription is preserved 
in a neo-Babylonian copy; cf. CT, XXI, Pis. 13 and 14, No. 91081. 
ABK, Nos. 40 and 41, transUterated and translated in VB, I, 222, 
and KB, III, 84. 

Teansliteeation : (Ob v.) ^ ^ lugal-ban-da ^ dingir-ra-ni-ir ^"^nin-sun 
* ama-a-ni-ir '■'Sin-ga-si-id ' lugal unu (g) ''^-ga ' Ixigal am-na-nu-um 
^ ii,-a e-an-na ^u(d) S-an-na ^"mu-dii-a ^ $-ki-kal e-ki-dUr ^^ sa{g)-§ul-lchkarne 
" mvr-ne-en-d'u " hal nam-liigal-la-ka-ni " (Rev.) Ill se-gur.-ta " XII ma-na 
sig-ta "X ma-na eru-ta ''3/30 i-gis-ta '^ki-lam ma-da-na-ka ^kubabbar 
i gin-e ^' ^e-ib-dorsam ^ mu-Or-ni mu ^e-gal-la ^ §e-a. 

Colophon, gab-ri naru sa *''"" usu makkur fi-zi-da 
''Nabli-balat-su-ik-bi m&r mi-§ir-a-a iS-t-ur. 

Translation: To Lugal-banda his god and to Nin-sun his mother, 
Sin-gaSid, king of Uruk, king of Amnanu, supporter of E-anna, when E-anna 

^ Clay, Legal Documents from Erech (1913), 14, 
- Loftus, Chaldaea and Susiana, 187, 
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he built, E-kikal namely E-kidur, their heart of rejoicing, built for them. 
As long as he reigns, may every 3 gur of com, 12 mana of wool, 10 mana of 
copper, and 3/30 gur of oil according to the weight of his country with one 
shekel of silver be bought. His years may be years of plenty. Colophon. 
Copy of tablet of U § A-stone, property of E-zida, '' NabA-balatsu-ikbi son of 
Misiraa copied. 

Line 1. lugal-han-da. Jastrow {Religion Babyloniens und 
Assyriens, I, 89) considers lugal-ban-da = "K6mg stark," and thinks 
this god was merged later into Nergal = " grosser Herr." In an 
inscription of Sin-gdmil, king of Erech, Nergal occupies the same 
place as lugal-ban-da in the present text. It is questionable if 
6an-da here means "strong." Itmayalso mean "little," §ihrti. Cf. 
rea; = "king," and regulus = "& petty king." Cf. Delitzsch, Assy- 
risches Handworterbuch, 565, and Sumerisches Glossar, 67, and Prince, 
Materials for a Sumerian Lexicon, 52. 

Line 2. dingir-ra-ni-ir. am =pron: suffix, third singular. 
The last r=postposition = "to." 

Line 3. nin-sun was the consort of lugal-ban-da. Jastrow, 
ibid., regards nin-sun as "die vernichtende Herrin," a fitting name 
for the wife of a sun-god. Perhaps nin-sun is to be identified with 
nana, innanna, or nini, a goddess of Erech, whose temple was also 
fi-anna. nana is to be identified with IStar. In the following tablet, 
E, Sin-gd§id is called the son of nin-sun. 

Line 11. e-ki-kal seems to be the name of a sanctuary dedi- 
cated to lugaUban-da and nin-sun. It may have been a shrine in 
the temple, E-anna, or a separate building, ^-ki-d-dr appears to be 
in apposition to t-ki-kal and further defines it. ki-dur = ^\ihi\i = 
"dwelling." 

Line 12. sa{g)-§vl-la-ka-ne = " their heart of rejoicing." ane 
= suffix, third pluraL We should expect anene. 

Line 12 goes with t-ki-diir and the whole means "their dwelling 
house of rejoicing" ="their house of joy." 

Line 13. ne-en=nen = "ioT them." The final n is nasaliza- 
tion. 

Line 14. bal nMm-lugal-la-ka-ni = " his duration of royalty," 
i.e., as long as he [Sin-gMd] lives. 6oZ =p a lii = " regnal year." 
It is accusative of duration, afc =sign of genitive. The k is usually 
dropped unless protected by a vowel. 
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Lines 15-18. Sin-gd§id here gives the maximum price for 
corn, oil, wool, and copper. Such a regulation would counteract 
the sudden change in prices caused by war, political upheavals, or 
unjust business transactions. The measures of weight were: 1 
Talent =60 mana. 1 mana= 50 gin or shekels. 1 gin or shekel = 
180 §e. In this inscription then copper stands to silver in the pro- 
portion of 600 to 1. In the reign of Samsi-adad III the market 
price for 1 gin silver is given as 2 g u r corn, 15 mana wool, and 20 
ka oil. The measure of capacity was 1 gur=300 ka. The final 
ta in these lines has a distributive force. 

Line 18. 3/30 is without g u r but the sign means 3/30 
gur; cf. Thureau-Dangin, L'Ecriture cuneiforme, p. 83. 3/30 
gur=30 ka. 

Line 19. H-ZaTO = " weight." ma-da = " country, land." na = 
pronom. suffix, third singular. The final a = postposition = " accord- 
ing to." 

Line 20. The final e has a distributive force. 

Line 21. gi-ib-da-sam §e = precative particle, ib = verbal 
subject prefix, da = with. It governs line 20. sam=§^u = 
"buy." The subjects of this verb are the nouns in lines 15-18. 

Line 23. ^e-a=§e-dm. dm = " to be"; cf. Delitzsch, Sume- 
rische Grammatik, § 198. 

Inscription E. Brick of Sin-gMd, IR, 3, No. "VIII, 1; also 

CT, XXI, PI. 12, No. 90267. abk, No. 38, transliterated and 
translated in VB,I, 220, and KB, III, 82. 

Transliteration : iSin-ga-li-id^ dumu '^ nin-sun ' Ingal unu{g) ''^-ga 
* ba-dim ^ i-an-na. 

Translation: Sin-gMid, son of Nin-sun, king of Erech, builder of 
E-anna. 

Line 4. ba-dim. ba = subject prefix, dim =banu, epe§u. 
As it precedes the object, ba-dim must be a participle. 

Inscription F. Brick of Sin-gd§id, IR, 3, No. VIII, 2. Cf. 

CT, XXI, PI. 12, No. 90268. ABK, No. 39. Transliterated and 
translated VB, 1, 222; KB, III, 82. This inscription is the same as A. 



